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A If you are a reader of

Scripture, you may have come across the verse in /
Proverbs 27:17As iron sharpens iron, so one man =
sharpens another.”"When did you last spend time G"( /  ——
studying God’s Word or a Christian book and distugss
it with another person? Our faith can be strengttdoy . "
interaction and accountability with another. Rebent ) =)
someone in the congregation encouraged me to read ( # ( # -
Francis Chan’s _Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a # =
Relentless Gadl had already purchased the book when ) "7
another friend recommended it to me, but hadn’emak
the time to read it. 1#

In this 192-page book, Pastor Francis Chan reminds ) < QU L*$p™™ #
us that following Christ isn’t a part-time, Sundaysly ) e)
proposition! Some would find his message extreme. H  PP"L*$PP"
would maintain, read the Scripture yourself. Eviinye GO PP'L*$ PP" |
Jesus encountered someone, the message was clear— %9  %%3 O PP"L*$ PP"
you leave your former life behind to follow Him. $o L*$
would follow that our lives won't be or look thersa if .
we call ourselves a Christian, a believer, a Christ "
follower. $ "

Next week I'll be meeting with my congregational E) 24,:93D>
friend to discuss the book. I'm sure our time tbget ") N "
will be a benefit to both of us. | look forwardttee ways >4;:"%>" "
that the Lord will challenge me through this persmn
He has challenged me in the reading of the bookouf
are feeling spiritually dry, consider reading arigypally
challenging book and discussing it with anotherydf
are overwhelmed at the thought of a study thatslast

several weeks with a lot of homework, this may be a i . f h
alternative for you. Simply ask someone to join ,you Can you believe we are gearing up for another

read the book you choose, and as you read, mark the School year? The committee of Give-A-Kid-A-
passages that speak to you, challenge you, frastoat, Backpack is in great need of school supplies. If
convict you. Share those thoughts wh(_en you meet you would like to help the Holt-Dimondale
together. See what the Lord will do when “iron glears under-privileged school children get off to a

ron”? positive school year, these are the items:
- Markers
B + ( - Pencils
=) ) - Single Subject Notebooks
/ 1 - Gel Pens
bo# 7% : . Colored Pencils
c s o= 0 . LOTS OF FOLDERS
7 4 ' - Pencil Sharpeners
F$. - Safety Scissors 8
C %% 7 ) - Protractor Sets &hySCHOOL
E #. 0 :E:u) - Notebook Paper SUPPL]ES
Rulers @ NEEDED
M%33 ' " . Erasgrs
- Pencil Bags
) ? You may drop off your donations at Sweet
Sensations during the day. Thank you for your
generosity!
4
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“Our Heavenly Host”

A wedding reception is a big party to host. As a
newcomer to the gala scene who can count on aeshagid
the number of times | have rented a tuxedo, bdiadankroll
and figurehead chief of my daughter’s wedding heenbquite
an education. | have learned to smile, say “YearDeand not
ask, “How much does this cost?”

Believe me, | know what everything costs. | havst j
learned that it is of marital expedience to go nartd trust
that Jesus will come again before the bills aré due

| won’t be hosting any parties this large agairereviFor
the first 34 years of ministry the Wagner’s havémed a line
item in our family budget labeled, “Big Party.” iStyear “Big
Party” is our family budget!

You may be interested in what I've learned aboist th
“host of the marital fiesta” gig, particularly berse this once
in a lifetime job has opened my eyes to importairitsial
truth.

When you are the host of a party this large, thesglist
is a prime consideration. Wedding etiquette sutggbsit 1/3
of the guests get invited by the bride’s parent3 by the
groom’s parents, and 1/3 by the bride and groomess who
pays the bill and by what percentage? (The answaur case
is many people helped to create a special day. gidem'’s
family made dresses, baked cakes, hosted a shamer,
catered the rehearsal dinner. Friends offered taleints.
Guests have been generous with needed wedding gittlsat
the end of the day most of the bills from the hagtp are the
responsibility of the host.)

The guest list is limited by the budget and the sikzthe
venues for the wedding and reception. These locativere
chosen by the bride and groom after much research.
Pentwater was the right size and the scene of rwanty
childhood memories for both Bethany and Aaron.

Planning for the “Big Party” began months in advate
secure dates, locations, and participation by kaygps. An
administrative team was assembled. Hosting a weddinot
a Lone Ranger experience.

Wedding pricing has also been an exercise in
experiential learning. Did you know that a weddisgn
economic stimulus package? Unemployment in Miahiga
went down in July because of my daughter’s weddiltgjor
beneficiaries are the musicians, hardware stoegsrear, food
servers, dish lady, photographer, florist, hotaly¢l industry,
decorations, party favors, church, sound tech pdigst, food,
pastry, and beverage industries, dressmakers, dwezdal,
and transportation sectors. The state gets ite giidaxes and
the county gets a fee for the wedding license. haien't
even stopped to add money spent in researchingpsim
and planning for this affair.

Merchants benefit from wedding gifts purchased and
meals served. Even seemingly inconsequential ekitaa
wedding program and a mailed invitation to the ¢gies
attend the wedding when multiplied by the numbeguxsts,
equal serious coin.

| learned while planning this wedding that you gat a
great meal in one of Lansing’s finest restauramits f

5



considerably less money than it costs to set desjplgce at
the wedding table without any food on it at all.

| learned that prime wedding reception venues en b
more than three times as expensive when the wedslimgld
in peak season on a Friday or Saturday.

| know one bride who didn’t want to be married ess
on Tuesday.

I've been told that it's tacky to pass an offerpigte at a
wedding.

The truth of being the host is that every guestherlist
is important to at least one or more of the priatsp An
honored place for every guest has been assigned and
individually designed. Many beloved friends, value
parishioners from multiple congregations, and claseily
didn’t make the cut for an invite.

The host does not begrudge paying for anyone who is
loved and chosen by his daughter. But the ho#lyréeesn’t
want to waste valued resources on no shows as guest
must be paid for in advance. As a host | learnatliths rude
to completely ignore an invitation and the encloseld
addressed stamped RSVP. If an invitation is séht your
name on it, the host is waiting daily for your neplThe name
of each invitee to our daughter’s wedding was cross
referenced on an Excel spread sheet with copiendivthe
caterer, innkeeper, decorator, and dish lady.

| confess that there have been weddings beforevtingsn
| failed to recognize the great value of a persamatation to
attend. Itis ruder to say you are coming anchénge your
mind without informing the host. The host doesrént
anyone at the party who will bad mouth the bride groom,
complain about the arrangements, or spoil the mad the
day by letting personal issues with other guestisadefrom
the celebration. The host doesn’t want to wasteeaipus
invitation on anyone unable to commit to the enpiaety. An
Arab proverb states, “You can’t dance at two wedsdih The
proverb underscores the necessity of choosing avithis
whole heart to be a full and willing guest at a died.

Mostly the host is interested in the happineshefiride
and groom, the comfort of his guests, the abilitiethe
participants, the expertise and performance ofrféiay new
employees, the loyalty of friends. This host onaeked
twelve hour days for an entire summer as a campssiar
and received less in take home wages for threetmdabor
than he is paying for each guest to be present.

In Matthew's Gospel, chapter 22, Jesus tells a/stor
about a wedding that caught my attention in a neay this
month. Jesus creates sympathy for the weddingwiosts
generous with his invitations, lavish in his pregiams, and
committed in love to honor the happiness of his son

The guests invited to this Biblical story weddingres
not only rude to the wedding host, they were hestlthe
host’s servants, and disrespectful for the bridegmoom. As
a new member of the international fraternity of died hosts
it is hard to imagine anyone being that vulgagot mad at the
delinquent invitees when reading this story.

Itisn’t a good thing to turn a host’'s happinesd an
extravagant generosity into a murderous rage thrgugss
insensitivity. Receiving an invitation is an hondk real
sacrifice is being made on behalf of each invilde wedding
host of Matthew 22 exacts justice, and then reoffenguest
list to any one who is willing to come to the wealgli The

host after all has planned and paid in full foraatpin honor
of the bride and groom and his joyful grace wilt be
thwarted.

In Jesus’ story it doesn't take a theological gerau
figure out that the wedding host is God. We shaaldh be
honored that we are chosen to participate in Goglsbration.
In Jesus’ story, the groom is Jesus. God's expientss that
we will all take advantage of the host's benefiggmaice and
come to the wedding to share in His joy. Gratgfull
responding to God’s invitation is our way to hoboth the
host and the groom.

It also is plain in Jesus’ wedding story that thugear
ones who earn the righteous condemnation of thethasugh
complete indifference and violent rejection of thest’'s grace
are all those who demonstrate insensitivity tosherifices he
has made on our behalf.

Having experienced a wedding now through the ey@s o
host has made me a more appreciative guest. sutreavhat
price our heavenly host has paid for each invitatohis
eternal party.

Can you see life through God'’s eyes using Jesus’
wedding story as a lens? We are each invitedks part in
God's gala. What kind of guests will we be?

Your presence is requested by our heavenly Host. S
you on Sunday!

Love,
Glenn
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From Maynard Hamilton, your lay member to
Annual Conference

Some may ask, “What is Annual Conference?” The
quick answer is that it is the West Michigan Coefer
of the United Methodist Church’s annual business
meeting, which it is. However, it is also a timerémew
relationships with fellow members of our brotherdan
sister churches, along with greeting warmly thode w
have served us in the past. Maudy and Myron Wikiam
send their blessings, along with Pastor Lynn. I weeat
to see Joe Huston and his family, even if the onstance
was to remember Sara. Barb Flory is doing well and
reminds us that we need to continue to reach aifam
new churches. I'm not sure Denny Buwalda was in
attendance so soon after his illness.

Preparation for Annual Conference begins months in
advance. Devotional and business materials aretcdmt
studied and prayed over in March. Business motions
response to these can be sent back. The Annual
Conference worship committee lines up guest pasiwils
pastors from our own Conference to speak to theehef
the conference, which was “Creating New Spaces for
New Faces” this year. Thursday’'s opening worshifh wi
Bishop Keaton especially highlighted this, where@ th
worship area was transformed into a front porch to
welcome all. He then preached on the importanceifef
in a Christian Community.” Bishop Keaton told ofeth
final hours of the United Methodist Committee orli&e
workers who were caught in the aftermath of Jansary
Haitian earthquake. He told of how they gathered fo
worship, sang and told jokes despite their adwergiach
church present at Conference was invited to pickaup
DVD that reminds us we are God’s hands and feetland
heart of Jesus Christ here on earth.

Annual Conference provides opportunities to attend
workshops that also connect to the theme and tofizea
speakers who have already begun to fulfill the rared
“Creating new Spaces for New Faces”. We were biesse
to hear from our brothers and sisters in Columkiso,
who started a “free store” but ended up with so muc
more. Through reaching out and building relatiopshi
with people in need, through working with them et
for them, they were able to create a new congm@yati
The Church 4 All People, along with a foundatioattis
now providing help with low cost housing. We welgsoa
challenged by Ed Taveirne of the Fenton UMC in the
Detroit Conference to “move beyond your fears @& th
unknown and embrace imagination in ministry”. | bde
confess that Pastor Ed also led me to enjoying somee
for myself that day, as it was my birthday and fael h
mentioned the display of Chihuly glass at Fredbtéijer
Gardens. He said we need to take time and recluange
batteries, and this certainly worked for me. Anothe
important point was that relationship is the keyntw
growth. We must be in relationship with the Holynity
so that we can be in relationship with the comnyunit

Yes, business took place, legislation was passed or
defeated, but the hope and love of God is foundontyt
in the rules but beyond, by taking small steps réstdng
to engage in authentic community. To see all trgrass
which was acted upon, you can check the West Michig
Conference website, or see me.

Pastor Glenn and Nancy were awarded a donation to
the Holt Community Food Bank for their participatim
the Conference’s “Step Up to Health” program, ardas
a church received a certificate for keeping our
benevolence pledge, or ministry shares, and faljilthe
six lanes of giving. | will be sorting out the madds |
picked up to share with some of our church comestte

The schedule for Conference is long and
perseverance is needed. However, God can and does
provide rest. He is still amazing and the things hHédes
done and continues to do are beyond our expecsation

Thank you for the chance to serve you as your Lay
Member to Annual Conference. | have told Pastontle
that | too wish to carry out the theme of this y®ar
conference by stepping down and creating a hewedpac
a new face. | feel it is time for someone elsaketup the
baton to represent Holt UMC. Please be in prayeutab
this and consider it if asked; feel free to contaetif you
have questions.

Oh, | almost forgot to mention that although | went
as Lay Member from the church, | was not the only
person from HUMC. Others in attendance were Matt
Keck, Sus’ann Busley, the DeLany family—Joe, Mawy-J
Chelsea, Sarah and Valerie, along with Pastor Glenn

Again, thank you for allowing me to represent you.
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FREE INTRODUCTORY CLASS
Sunday, August 29 from 4:00-6:00 p.m. OR Tuesday, August 31 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Call the church office, 694-8168 to RSVP!

If interested, you can choose from two sessions:
Sundays beginning September 12 from 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Tuesdays beginning September 14 from 9:30-11:30 a.m.

Childcare will be available at the Sunday classes only. Cost is $100.00 per family for those who wish to attend this
13-week course. Call the church office, 517-694-8168, with any questions.

Yes, please sign me (us) up for Financial Peace \nmsity!

Name Spdlsrie
Address Citg/3ip
Phone AlhePho

E-mail Address

| wish to attend these sessions:Sundays 4:00-6:00 p.m. Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m.

| will need child care: Yes # of chilandrages
Return this form to the church office, e-mail yoegistration or place in the offering plate on Sagyd

—_—_————-— e



