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B)!* Its vacation time and

there is a hammock with my name on it at Crystdddla
That's where I'll be most likely as you are readihdg.

It's a great time with friends who bless me annuaidith

this experience. They are devoted to blessing peiopl
ministry and I'm just glad they picked me! | enjoy
reading, napping, sitting on the beach, puttingzfas
together, the Cherry Hut, Gwen Frostic’s storeyiils

Ice Cream in Frankfort, the Book Store, Point Betsid
the Market Basket (they have great cinnamon pull-
aparts!). Most of all, 1 enjoy time with friends dn
family. Whatever time you are able to enjoy some
restorative rest, give thanks to our God who is the
ultimate provider of restCome to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.” Mnsv
11:28 (NIV)
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“From Dad to My Daughter”
Dear Bethany,

At the end of this month, on your 8,318ay, we
will come to a place in our journey together whigrere
will be a patch of holy ground. You and | will &k
walk arm in arm to that holy place. As always yuill
look spectacular. I'll try not to muck up the pics.

God will be there waiting with a smile and a praiitial
sense of history. We will walk to the head of #ide at
Centenary United Methodist Church in Pentwates &
short aisle. It will be the longest walk of myglif |
won't want that walk to end. | will cherish evengp
with thanksgiving and know that | will not ever feav
another walk like it again. | will try not to be a
blubbering mess but know that behind my game face
will be an eddy of emotions including profound
happiness for you and for Aaron. He is an awesome
man and has a great family. We are blessed that yo
have found each other. We are thrilled to welcome h
to our family and willing to share you with his. e/dre
excited for the grand adventure that God has ire St
both of you. It is a good thing that you will séfyc
your joy in a life-time covenant.

Along with this joy in the stew of my emotions |
am already battling grief of the kind that | rememnb
having as a child when | had to say goodbye ingstcdt
the end of our family reunions because like it at; life
was moving on. There is a part of me that wanietp
holding on to the good times of yesterday and todag
period of life between the moment when | first hgda
in my arms on the day of your birth and the monzént
presentation in your wedding has been a blessedIgif
is hard to let you go into adulthood. | will letyygo
because my faith in Jesus teaches that the suqgiribe
“yet to be,” is worth living toward.

The holy ground exists in the few steps between
the head of the aisle and the altar where youbeitiome
Mrs. Aaron Gimm.

My brother, and your uncle, the Rev. Richard
Wagner will invoke the presence of God and remisid u
of the holy purpose for which we are gathered. rTthe
will ask the first in a series of really big quests. For
your Mother and | this first question is momentous.
“Who presents this woman to be married to this rhan?

After this question in the liturgy, comes a phrase
in response that may be one of the shortest but mos
heartfelt lines our lives. On Saturday, August B@75 |
was in a similar situation only on the receivinglen
When Nancy’s Uncle, the Rev. John Hains, asked that
very same question at the head of the aisle iffritts¢
Reformed Church of Fremont, Michigan, your
grandfather who was also one of the elders of hlueah,
Dr. Wayne Oosting, spoke the words clearly in respo
“Her Mother and | do.”

That was my cue to come and take your mother by
the hand. We were young and in love, sensititb¢o
holiness in the moment but also overwhelmed by the
duties of the day, eager to get on with the honeymo
supremely confident in our abilities and blissfushnd
to the changing landscapes of life we would face.

We postponed having children until we had
finished my training to be a pastor. | remembenicy
reluctantly to the whole parenting idea after altten
years of marriage because | honestly enjoyed life
without the encumbrance of added responsibilitgtilll
remember my stupidity in comparing a life withoudsc
that included plenty of spare cash to eat outpgbe
movies, and take annual vacations to one with tkids
included visions of extreme poverty, sleeplesstsigind
mountains of dirty diapers to change.

| discovered after taking the leap of faith into
parenting that though my fears were realized, igngn
also includes a dimension of love, a richness of
experience, a joy of “Dadness” that | didn't everow
existed until | became a father. | wouldn'’t trage
experience of being your Dad for any enticemergnaf/
the Cleveland Cavaliers offered me a bazillionaislito
be their coach in exchange.

I remember the circumstances of your birth in
great detail. Your mother had a rotten pregnaitie
weren’'t supposed to be able to have children. rAdtis
of tests, surgery, and much futility we resignedselves
to be the best adoptive parents we could be. Wben
came along a little more than a year after our adof
your amazing brother Michael you made our joy
complete and your mother nauseatingly sick. Slietda
be hospitalized for an extended period of timertyter
pregnancy. | remember her commenting after your
arrival that picking up children at the airport lwitlothes
on them already was way easier than birthing thietinea
hospital. We couldn’t have survived your pregnancy
without the prayers and heroic support of our own
parents. | tell you these things so you rementier t
some of the best things in life come after diffimd like
a rainbow after the rain or a daughter after ayjous
pregnancy.

On my birthday, Sunday, October 18, 1987 your
mother and | had a celebration in the evening dear
friends from our former congregation. We drovéhi®
party from Harvard, Illinois. Our friends cameriro
Freeport, lllinois. We met in the middle and dined
together at the Bombay Bicycle Club in Rockford,
lllinois. We had only been in Harvard for 18 months
after 7 years in Freeport. After dinner on thelwiedm
the restaurant back to the car | noticed that yooim’s
walk had turned into a waddle. She was very pregna
| wondered if she was ready to deliver you on my
birthday. It would have been a nice gift and conest
since the hospital we had chosen for your arrived
Rockford just a short drive from the restauranndya
said, “No I'm not ready to deliver yet. Let’'s gorhe.”
We drove home to Harvard.

On Monday morning, October 19 was



scheduled to go to a Board of Ordained Ministry
meeting in Elgin, IL in my capacity as the supengs
pastor for my seminary intern at our church in tady
IL, the talented Judy Sherk. Judy was to be exadchby
the board on her readiness for ministry. Supergisi
pastors always accompany their candidates. Youn mo
didn’t want me to go. | insisted that | had to gichis
was important. Nancy began her contractions. Her
water broke. |didn’'t go to Elgin. I learned arpontant
life lesson. Some things are more important mtlfan
others. Childbirth is always trump! We headedkidac
Rockford. But first we had to stop at the bank in
Harvard to get some money for the journey and then
stopped at the drug store to pick up a roll of fionthe
camera. When your children are old enough to yead
can tell them about the film and the camera to meimi
them how your parents lived in “prehistoric timedien
cameras had film. Nancy waited in the car, cotitngc
while | tried to get our life together for “the firf

Our Lamaze class had led me to believe that this
first delivery would be a long, drawn out affairwasn’t
feeling any sense of urgency about driving the 22
to the hospital in Rockford. Our Lamaze instrustais
wrong. The pregnant woman in the car impresset®n
the sense of urgency. | confess to driving muskefa
than the posted speed limit.

Your mother and | argued needlessly all the way
to the hospital. On purpose we didn’t know if you
would be a boy or a girl. We had agreed for someti
that if you turned out to be a girl you would béexh
Bethany. Your mom’s middle name is Beth and
Bethany is also the name of the village in Israeére
Jesus loved to spend time and the scene of one of h
most important miracles. We were going to give jluel
middle name of Maris, a family name from my matérna
grandmother’s family with known roots back to Horeer
lliad. The main first century Roman Road that ran
through Capernaum, the city in Galilee that Jesadem
his home in later years was called the Via Marisiy\uf
the Sea). Our earliest known Maris ancestor came t
this country from England after being jailed folding
worship in his house. Our elder Maris came orbibet
with William Penn to help found the state of
Pennsylvania and was a member of the Pennsylvania
legislature.

We were still arguing over what to call you if you
were a boy as we entered the hospital drivewayas|
fond of Jordan, a strong biblical name with an icon
connection to a certain Chicago Bulls BasketballyBt.
We already had a Michael in the house and therenwas
way that your mother, a diehard Detroit Pistons feas
ever going to allow our kids to be both Michael and
Jordan. She was arguing with unrelenting passion f
Nicholas which was her Father’s middle name. | got
stuck on the notion that the main Nicholas in iy Was
a bearded, overweight Saint who wore red clothes at
Christmas and delivered packages for a living.

We still had no agreement on a boy’s name when
| dropped her off at the door. She didn’t think slould

walk across the parking lot.

| parked the car and consulted my Lamaze notebbok.
thought we would have at least 24 hours of delivery
time. | should have burned the stupid notebook.

Your mother was met at the hospital door by a
new volunteer receiving her very first patient.eSh
approached Nancy with, “Welcome to Rockford
Memorial Hospital, how can | help you?” A slightly
hysterical woman with very persuasive powers
mentioned, “I'm pregnant and | am going to haveahyb
RIGHT NOW!"

Your mother is the only person | have ever met
who didn’t have to check in to the hospital firsttee
admitting department. When | arrived in the lolaiftgr
parking the car she wasn't there. One look at your
mother and the new volunteer did her best impressio
Olympian Sprinter Wilma Rudolph and with adrenaline
rushing wheeled her immediately to the expressa¢tev
to the delivery floor. | caught up with Nancy hret
delivery room where she was already out of hehel®t
and in a hospital gown and surrounded by the ngrsin
staff. |tried to be helpful and was informed thatas
not. Did I tell you that pregnant women duringigety
can be very emotional? It is a wise man who knows
when to shut up and do as he is told. A hospgaVvery
room is a crash course in wisdom. My Lamaze
notebook was useless. | tossed it and just trigg tevith
the flow. Things were flowing very fast!

In a little more than an hour after our arrivatts
Rockford Memorial Hospital our Doctor handed you to
me. You were delivered by the on-call guy because o
main man, Rockford Memorial’s leading Ob-Gyn
Physician Ron Burmeister wasn’t working on your
clock. Birth is a rather intimate experience tesharing
with total strangers but in the moment, “Who cafes?
Did I tell you that new fathers in the delivery ma@an
be very emotional? What a rush of exquisite jBaby
digits are really miraculous. | got to cut yourhiheal
cord and welcome you to life. | was grateful yoerava
girl. Our home with your presence became a place
where Jesus likes to dwell rather than a houseenher
would have to think continuously of a fat man ired
suit delivering packages at Christmas!

There were no spare rooms at the hospital that
night so they put the three of us up in the recpveom
with our own nurse. While your mother rested, lhe
you in my arms. We danced all night. | sang to yo
over and over with gentle love, the one song thaew
by heart that felt so right, “Happy Together” by th
Turtles. “Imagine me and you. | do. | think abgat
day and night, its only right to think about the gou
love and hold her tight so happy together...” It was
glorious night and when | think of heaven | thirflklzat
first night with you.

When we finally got home | was told that October
19, 1987 had already been given a name in the.ptess
was being called “Black Monday” because the stock
market crashed, the US bombed Libya, and the NFL
strike was settled, but none of that was important
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because you were the only headline that mattered.to

Over the years we have shared great joys: Family
trips, reunions in Montana, Father-Daughter outinghk
the Girl Scouts, going to band concerts and piano $ 5 & '4
recitals, traveling to England, holding pandas mna, #% ) !
and taking a boat ride together on the Sea of €zalil
remember with pride your baptism and confirmatiod a % % #G )
the day you scored the winning goal in the soceaglie , % %
championship game. You have met a Governor and / % % %
Senator. You have worked with homeless children in ( % ) ' '@ % >
Holland, and poor children in Mexico. You have gon ' 3
in mission to Kentucky and worked with schizophosni (
in Turkey. You studied in Austria. Of all the Gir "5 ' %
Scouts on the Lakeshore you were selected to etes/ 3#% ) %

Council’'s Gold Award Scholarship for College. You 0 % 1
have won State Championships in High Powered # %
Rocketry and graduated from College with honorau Yo )

are a beautiful woman with a strong faith in Chitnstt \ 3:)'? |
radiates from your core.

When my brother asks your mother and | that life (% $ 8
changing question on that holy ground in that shcre # #
moment on July 3lin Pentwater, “Who presents this ) % %% % %
woman to be married to this man,” we will say with 55
pride, “We do.” A few moments later it will be ooé
the highest privileges of my life to pronounce ymd I % %%
Aaron “husband and wife.” % ,

I will still be your Dad but there is no doubt that %
both of us will be moving soon into new territorythis
relationship. | can’t wait to find out where Gaaddathe

great road of life will take us next. % O GO ) %
Thank you, Bethany for being my daughter. | / 1 # )
want you to know of the ongoing commitment of your 5
father’s love. I love you now as | have loved yoonf ) F %
before you were born. | love you now as | loved yo F % %
when we danced all night. | will love you after yare
wed even as | have loved you all the days of yiber | #
Like you, it will take some adjustment to learrsjell : :
your new name. | will even love you enough toylet $G D< G %
start paying all your own bills. But your numbeilw D4 # %
still be in my speed dial and | will not forget the % 2
gratitude | feel that you have taught me how tdlspe %
of the most important words in my life “D-A-U-G-H-T L <
E-R” o) "G % %% F
1 _# ) n F
Love, o) )F
% ) %%
F % %
L O G 8 ,
Dad % 4)
% ( ) %
r/
4
) O G
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Prior to our trip to the ballpark we will be haviaghotdog picnic at
the church! Join us at 12:30 p.m., and then wailpool to Cooley
Law School Stadium!

We've reserved a block of seats especially forgraup, and
ordering together is the only way to join us! leillt the order form
below and submit it to guarantee you get to enji@ygame with all
your buddies!

Stay after the game to enjoy a concert by Mike'ai€h

" ! #1
Talk to your family, friends and neighbors, thdhdut the order
form and turn it in, with payment, to the churcfiag or Mary
Edinger. Questions? Call 694-8168 (church) or 38391 Mary).
Hope to see you there!

$ % &
Name:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
# of tickets for Lugnuts Game x $9.00=
# for pre-game church picnic x $1.00=

TOTAL ENCLOSED:




