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�����0������  Last month I wrote about 
those that “Step Up” to serve others.  This month, 
I’d like to recognize folks that “Step-In.” I don’t 
know what the church (or any organization) would 
do without people that are willing to assist in any 
way possible, often filling in for people that are ill, 
on vacation, or just need to be spelled for a time 
from their responsibility.  They also are the 
individuals (or families) that accept new 
responsibilities because they have passion for a 
particular ministry; even when a short-term 
commitment, they make a BIG difference! 
 This summer, we need a team of volunteers 
to step-in to continue our children’s ministry 
through vacation season.  Our faithful staff needs a 
much-deserved break, and we are seeking folks to 
cover.  We would like to offer an opportunity to 
give some training to interested persons that are 
considering stepping in to this important ministry.  
On Sunday, May 16, at 11:00 in the church library 
we will give a brief overview of a typical lesson, 
and answer any questions you may have. 
 On a personal note, thanks to all the Red 
Bird Work Team that painted the bag you gave me.  
What a wonderful reminder of a great year! 
 May you enjoy the renewing season of 
Spring! 
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 Who’s on First? 
Public speakers know that the most important 

part of any speech is at the very beginning.  An orator 
only has a few moments to make an impression, 
establish a connection, win the listener’s trust.  Most 
speech makers hammer their most important point first 
particularly if they want that point to be remembered. 

So consider God as “the speaker,” and the Ten 
Commandments as “the speech.”  Do you remember 
God’s first point? Look it up in Exodus 20: 1-17 for a 
refresher.  Check out verse 3. This is where God’s 
opening flourish comes quickly and rather bluntly to the 
big point.  “You shall have no other gods before me.”  
This “no other gods” thing isn’t offered as a suggestion.  
God does not have any loopholes that offer wiggle room.  
God doesn’t say we must have no other gods before 
him…if we feel like it….if it is convenient…if it doesn’t 
cause us discomfort.  “You shall have no other gods 
before me,” is commandment ONE, given in the 
imperative tense, no doubt, no hesitation, no exceptions.  
There is no fine print in God’s contract with humanity 
here.  God doesn’t beat around the bush or try to nuance 
his position by being politically correct. God doesn’t try 
to sneak one by us. God lets us know immediately and 
up front what he demands.  Know that this isn’t the 
demand of a bully.  God’s commandment is akin to the 
demand of a loving mother who tells her toddler firmly, 
“Don’t play in the road!”  It is like the demand of a 
commanding officer who tells his troops, “Stay away 
from the minefield!”  It is like the demand of a family 
physician who warns, “Don’t handle the poison ivy.”  
Loving God as a primary priority in obedience to God’s 
first commandment is good for us.  Just as you wouldn’t 
think of disobeying a manufacturer’s instruction, “Do 
not use this electric hair dryer in the shower with the 
water running,” we should listen with appreciation to 
God’s main point.  “You shall have no other gods 
before me.” 

I understand that when the Ten Commandments 
first came down from the heights of Mount Sinai on 
stone tablets delivered through Moses around 1280 BC, 
this first commandment against fooling around with the 
lesser gods of the surrounding culture meant, “Stay away 
from Baal! Don’t hang out with Asherah! Keep the god 
Marduk of Babylon at arms length!  Avoid the despised 
practices of cultic prostitution, child sacrifice, and 
making offerings to idols.  Just like any spouse that 
values his or her marriage, God demands total fidelity. 
Cheating on our primary love doesn’t work…ever.  Our 
culture is replete with the fallen icons of entertainment, 
sport, and politics who have sacrificed their careers by 
ignoring God’s big point in the personal arena.  It is 
human nature to delude ourselves into thinking that the 

rules are nice but they don’t apply totally to me…God is 
OK with making me an exception…NOT! 

There is no part way with God when it comes to 
His expectation of our unwavering devotion.  We are 
expected to love God with the same kind of total 
commitment that God has shown to us through the 
sacrifice of Jesus on our behalf.  There is great security 
and comfort in knowing that God is committed to us and 
will not waver in His devotion.  The Bible contrasts 
God’s steadfast love and favor towards those who honor 
and respect Him which lasts for a thousand generations, 
with His judgment and wrath which are intense and long 
lasting but there is no question that God’s love is greater 
than God’s wrath.  Even so, the history of the Bible 
proves to us that God’s love is not to be trifled with. 

There is no doubt in my mind that the God we 
choose to be of ultimate priority has a profound impact 
then on the shape and consequences of our life.  For 
example, if we choose to disregard God’s big point and 
instead elevate illegal drugs to the top spot in our 
affections, or the accumulation of wealth, or personal 
self-gratification, each of these lesser gods will lead the 
“believer” to a very different place than will a 
commitment to love the God of Abraham, Moses, Jesus 
and Paul above all. 

I also have no doubt that believers at the time 
these Ten Commandments were etched in stone were 
continually being tempted to compromise God’s 
absolute. And the temptations to cheat on absolute 
faithfulness were as real then as the pop up internet porn 
offerings that spam their way onto a home computer are 
today.   At the time the Ten Commandments were first 
handed down temptations included: Earthly Emperor’s 
who demanded to be worshipped as divine by their 
subjects. How many of us would be willing to die rather 
than submit to our own Emperor’s wishes?  It was 
tempting to sacrifice to the local gods during important 
pagan festivals in order to fit in with the masses and 
make important connections for business. If your 
employer sacrificed his son to appease his god then what 
employee would want to object?  Tax revenue was 
generated in Temple cities by the tourists coming for 
festivals and traveling business men helped a local 
economy by partaking in cultic prostitution.  Who could 
possibly dare to object to tax paying idolaters who 
provide jobs for their neighbors? 

And in case you are tempted to overlook the first 
commandment because you are too busy looking for an 
obligation that is not so exclusive, God makes the same 
point in commandments two and three and four in 
slightly different wording.  “No graven images, no 
taking the name of the Lord your God in vain, remember 
the Sabbath and keep it holy.” 

Each of these subsequent commandments 
remakes God’s first point again, and again, and again.  
Put God first in all things. 



I used to live with a kind of spiritual smugness.  
I knew that I didn’t have any “Beanie Baby Idols” that 
were coming between me and my Lord.  Most of the 
time I avoid blue speech and I am fully engaged in 
worship every Sunday.  I need not worry about the old 
gods of the Middle East.  You won’t find Baal, or 
Marduk being given any notice at the Wagners! 

But if we look at idols as being anything that 
usurps our primary devotion to God as our sovereign and 
not simply the little clay figurines of the ancient near 
East then even I get a bit nervous about how the gods of 
our culture have crept close to the altar of our hearts. 

Have you noticed for example that our cultural 
religion celebrates as a primary value exemplified in our 
sporting events, “Winner takes all?”  We love our 
champions and shower them with near idolatrous praise.  
Did you hear the public mantra after a miraculous finish 
by the wounded MSU Spartans in an NCAA tournament 
game propelled them to an improbable trip to the Final 
Four in Men’s basketball recently, “Tom Izzo is God!”  
Does that sound like idolatry to you? 

In the Super Bowl of Football, a team sport, we 
even crown a single player, “most valuable,” and reward 
him with greater recognition and prizes.  I love contests 
and cheer for the victors and will compete to win in the 
games that I love to play but wonder about a culture that 
supports professional basketball teams with payrolls in 
excess of 150 million dollars a year to support twelve 
players while millions on our planet are homeless and 
without access to clean water, secure shelter, and basic 
health care.  Isn’t it idolatry to worship a civic religion 
that glorifies only the winners in a world where God 
calls us to compassion for the least?  Is our exaltation of 
a few in sports in a world where all have needs just a 
clever way to make the masses comfortable with this 
idolatry so that the Titans of our world of business and 
commerce can justify obscene executive salaries?  Does 
Jesus, anywhere in the Bible tell us that some people are 
more valuable than others? 
Do we care more about the winners than we do about 
faithful service? 

Judging from tracking data on internet news 
sites we also care more about the salacious details of the 
shortcomings of the stars than we do about the suffering 
of the unnamed masses. 

Hints of idolatry can be seen by the topics of 
discussion that get us really passionately engaged and 
excited. 

Have you noticed that most of us can quote 
chapter and verse of our favorite TV shows that 
regularly glorify gratuitous violence, non-existent 
morals, and the demeaning of civic and religious 
authority, but are hard pressed to remember basic 
teachings of the Bible?  When doing an inventory of the 
way we are spending our discretionary time how many 
of us are investing more time in service to humanity than 

we spend glued to the big screen mounted as an altar in 
our homes for entertainment? 

If our check registers and appointment records 
reveal the personal investments that really matter to us 
would an impartial observer find there enough evidence 
to convict us of a charge of Christianity?  Would an 
investigative journalist find evidence of infidelity in our 
personal records that reveals a love for a lesser god 
usurping the primary place of devotion to the God whose 
main point is “you shall have no other gods before me?” 

In a good sized group of married couples that 
met during Lent this year at the church the discussion 
and materials were based on the great movie, 
“Fireproof.” (highly recommended and available for free 
check out with multiple copies in the Capital Area 
District Library System). 

This movie about a firefighter chronicles the life 
of a highly troubled marriage and follows it from the 
brink of divorce in a powerful way showing how a 
decision to finally put God first makes a difference in a 
relationship with practical application in daily living.  
The Bible, like the movie Fireproof, and the convincing 
evidence from a closer examination of our own lives and 
the lives of those who have gone before us, are all 
testament that God’s main point is worth taking to heart.  
Making the love of God our main objective is like a 
radio that finally gets tuned to the right channel.  The 
music of life does sound better when we get it right!  
Honor God’s main point…keep God first. 
See you in church on Sunday. 
Love, 
 

 
 
 
Glenn 
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