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 As most of you know, this past 
summer I took my last seminary class.  It was a 
systematic theology class:  soteriology.  Soteriology is 
the study of salvation through Jesus Christ.  I enjoyed 
that a section of the class was dedicated to thankfulness 
for what Christ accomplished for us.  John R. W. Stott 
(an Anglican clergyman) has some wonderful quotes 
that speak to this most important faith issue.  “The 
essence of sin is man substituting himself for God, while 
the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for 
man.” And “We are not to regard the cross as defeat and 
the resurrection as victory.  Rather, the cross was victory 
won, and the resurrection the victory endorsed, 
proclaimed and demonstrated.” 
 In the midst of Lent, it is a wonderful time to 
rejoice in our salvation.  I became a believer as a 
teenager.  Coming to faith, or receiving salvation, is 
simply the acknowledgement that we are sinners in need 
of a Savior (Romans 3:23).  Christ paid the wages of sin 
in our place (Romans 6:23).  Our responsibility is to 
trust and believe (Romans 10:9-11).  How amazing that 
our sins can be forgiven through Christ.  It isn’t anything 
that we can earn or work for! 
 In this time of spiritual reflection, spend some 
time thanking God for gift of his Son, Jesus Christ.  If 
you have never placed your faith in Christ, make this the 
Lent that your life changes for eternity!  The God of love 
is waiting for you with open arms. 
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Shadow Vision 
Michael Bayus is a remarkable man.  Michael was 

my roommate at Hope College in 1972.  He is a gifted 
musician who has spent his life mastering the pipe organ.  
When Michael was just a child he helped his father build a 
pipe organ in the basement of their home. 

In high school Michael traveled to Europe for a tour 
of some of the world’s great pipe organs.  Michael is a living 
encyclopedia of information about pipe organ construction, 
pipe organ features, pipe organ composers, and the greatest 
pipe organists both living and deceased. 

Additionally Michael has so trained his ear that he is 
able to sit in any room with a pipe organ in it and tell you 
within an inch or two where the absolute best place is to sit 
acoustically to hear the concert most clearly. 

As a world class pipe organ musician Michael 
entertained students on campus with music from both classical 
and contemporary collections.  He played instinctively by ear 
and never needed music.  After our daily chapel services most 
of those attending service would remain in their seats because 
after a religious postlude, Michael would make the chapel 
rock with his rendition of songs like “Stars and Stripes 
Forever” or the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.”  Michael 
knows how to stretch a Pipe Organ to its maximum potential.  
It is a sheer pleasure to watch his fingers fly across the keys in 
multiple ranks while his feet dance on the pedals.  Watching 
Michael make music is akin to witnessing the artistry of a 
world class figure skater in the Olympics. 

Michael lives with a perpetual smile and is one of 
those people that others enjoy being around.  Today, Michael 
lives in Florida with his wife and is employed as an organ 
salesman. 

Did I forget to tell you that Michael Bayus was born 
blind?  Completely blind.  In all of his years Michael has 
never seen light, color, texture, or shade.  But blindness is not 
a handicap to Michael.  After a few days on campus Michael 
had memorized his routes so that with the help of his white 
cane he could make his way unassisted from the dorm to his 
classes and from his classes to the seat of the college’s Skinner 
organ.  Because he can’t see Michael is devoid of the hang-
ups that plague those of us who are sighted.  He really doesn’t 
care if you are fat or old or bald or short or have a face that the 
fashion world would judge ugly.  Michael can tell by your 
voice if you are real.  He has an uncanny ability to hear deceit, 
arrogance, insecurity, kindness or malice. 

I’ll never forget coming back to campus one evening 
and entering my dorm room.  I was startled by a noise in the 
dark.  Someone was in the room.  I heard the sound of metal 
and movement. In panic I flipped the switch and was stunned 
to find Michael, seated on his bed.  His reel to reel tape player 
had been meticulously taken apart with all the parts, springs, 
screws, gears etc lying all across his bed.  It was a job I would 
never have tackled even in the daylight. 

“Michael, what are you doing?” 
“What does it look like Glenn?” 
“Why is your tape player all taken apart?” 
Michael replied, “Why do you think?  It’s broken.  

I’m fixing it.” 
“Why are you doing this in the dark?” I asked. 
Michael laughed, “What do I need the light for silly.  

Don’t you know I am blind?” 
He proceeded to locate the broken part, replace it 

with the new part he had ordered, and reassemble the 
complicated piece of equipment to perfect running order all 
from memory and by feel.  We left the light on for my benefit. 

I will never forget another important lesson Michael 
taught me about a skill he had developed that he called, 
“shadow vision.”  He questioned me one day, “Glenn, do you 
know about shadow vision?” 

“What is shadow vision?” I asked. 
Michael shared with me that his other senses were so finely 
tuned that he could tell when he was getting close to a solid 
object even before touching it or feeling it with his white cane.  
He proceeded to take me on a tour of campus to show off his 
skill.  We passed a dorm building five feet away from us to 
our left while walking on the sidewalk and he observed, 
“There’s something large off to our left.”  We walked by an 
Oak Tree.  “There is something to our right.” 
“How do you do that Michael?  You are amazing!” 

He replied, “I can hear with my ears and feel with my 
skin that sounds are different and the movement of the air 
changes when we are closer to solid objects.” 

Michael’s observations about his skill of “shadow 
vision” opened my eyes to an important insight about faith.  
Belief in God, and Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, and living a 
Christian life are akin to shadow vision in the sense that we 
often are like blind persons unable to see God clearly but we 
can sense God’s presence.  We can learn and intuit God’s 
desires.  We need not let our human limitations in perceiving 
God completely keep us from living with faithfulness based on 
a foundation of what we can know about God.  Living 
faithfully matures our ability to discern God’s will and God’s 
presence. 

The story of Abraham’s life journey in Genesis 
chapters 12-25 reads like that of a man who learned to live by 
faithful shadow vision.  God called Abraham to leave his 
comfortable home in Ur of the Chaldees.  God promised 
Abraham land and offspring in exchange for his commitment 
to follow.  There was no way that Abraham could see the 
outcome of his faith ahead of time but he decided to believe 
anyway and to follow his convictions and to trust in God and 
with the equivalent of shadow vision Abraham persisted in his 
faith in spite of years of infertility and years without any 
ownership of the land that God had promised.  How could 
Abraham know that 4,000 years after trusting his “shadow 
vision” belief in God there would be a nation of people today 
in the place God promised who honor Abraham as “Father” 
and a majority of the earth’s population, including all 
Christians, Jews, and Moslems, who trace their spiritual 
heritage to him. 

The Bible teaches us lessons about faith in Christ.  
Consider the miracle of the healing of the man born blind in 
John 9.  The healed blind man is contrasted with the sighted 
persons who are unable to affirm Christ’s miracle and are still 
blind to Jesus.  The man born blind can say with new eyes, “if 
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” 

The Apostle Paul, who is credited with spreading the 
good news about Jesus to the world began his journey of 
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Christian conviction with an incident of physical blindness 
that persisted until his baptism.  Believing in Jesus not only 
restored his physical sight but also opened to Paul new 
insights about God and God’s plans for a world.  Belief in 
Jesus helped Paul to see clearly that it doesn’t matter if you 
are slave or free, Greek or Jew, male or female because in 
Jesus we are all one.  Many of the great convictions of our 
faith: making love our aim, believing in eternity, forgiving our 
enemies, having compassion for the poor, and choosing Jesus 
as our Savior, are convictions that rely in part on shadow 
vision for support. 

In his first letter to the Corinthians Paul hinted at 
shadow vision when he observed, “Now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face.”  Paul looked forward to the day 
when his knowledge of God would be more complete. 

Slave trader turned Christian, John Newton, 
acknowledged the role that his faith played in opening his 
blind eyes to the evil of his former occupation while writing 
one of the great hymns of our faith. “Amazing Grace, how 
sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.  I once was lost 
but now am found, was blind but now I see.” 

It is my prayer that each of us will continue, like 
those born blind, to enhance our abilities through the 
disciplined exercise of faithful living to discern God’s 
presence, to sense the direction of his will for us, and to serve 
him with total devotion despite what others may see as our 
handicapping conditions. 

When you are otherwise blind, the shadow vision of 
faith is a very helpful skill that can keep us from running into 
walls and on the path with Christ. 

See you in church on Sunday.  Invite a friend to join 
you.  We’ll leave the lights on for you! 
Love, 
 

 
 
Glenn 
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Easter Lily Orders:  The cost is $9.00 per plant 
and they will be purchased from the Holt Lions Club. This is 
their largest fundraiser, and the proceeds assist with their 
humanitarian projects. Again this year we are offering the 
option of donating to the Holt Food Bank instead of, or in 
addition to, purchasing an Easter Lily. Both Easter Lily and 
Holt Food Bank donations will be listed in the bulletin on 
Easter Sunday, April 4. 
 
_____ I would like to order ________ Easter Lily Plant(s). 

_____I would like to donate $                to the Holt Food 
Bank. 

Please list my Easter Lily dedication as follows: 
 
In Honor of _______________________________________ 
 
In Memory of  _____________________________________                                                               
 
Please list my Holt Food Bank dedication as follows: 
 
In Honor of  _______________________________________  
 
In Memory of  _____________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my check in the amount of $                       . Please 
make all checks payable to Holt United Methodist Church. 

Please return this form, along with your payment, 
no later than Sunday, March 21, 2010. You are encouraged 
to take your plant(s) home immediately following the 11:00 
a.m. service. We cannot guarantee your plant will still be 
available if you choose to leave it past Easter Sunday. 
 
Your Name      ____________________________________                                         
 
Ph. #_____________________________________________  
 
Office Use: __________________ _____________________ 
 
amt. paid ___________check # _______________________ 
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One half of our Lenten 
offering will again go to 
Holt UMC’s Good 
Samaritan fund, where 
both families in our own 
congregation as well as 
the community are helped.  
The state of the economy 
means that there continue 
to be many who need 
assistance. This fund 
assists individuals and 
families with emergency 
needs such as medication, 
gasoline, utility and food. 
 

The second half of our offering 
will go to Open Door Ministry 
which is housed in Lansing 
Central UMC next door to the 
State Capitol.  This ministry 
provides for people 
experiencing homelessness.  
Some of the services they 
provide are:  showers, laundry, 
storage, a location to receive 
mail, telephones, and all day 
hospitality as a drop-in center.  
Director Cris Bobier shares that 
a real community can be found 
at Open Door Ministry, and 
everyone has something to 
contribute, no matter what their 
circumstances. Cris also 
rejoices to report that some 
previous clients have returned 
to serve others.   

 
 
 
 
March 2010 
 
Friends in Christ, 
 
Are you experiencing weariness?  In addition to the cold, many struggle with short days and little sunlight.  
Others are struggling with ongoing unemployment and financial difficulties.  Spiritual weariness can also leave 
us desiring more.  When our relationship to God needs tending, when we are physically tired and stressed, we 
feel weary.  The Lenten season, however, gives us an opportunity to re-energize and refocus our lives.   
 

As always, Lent is a time to assess how intentionally we follow our Lord and 
Savior.  The author of Hebrews admonishes us in chapter 1, verses 1-3, 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us.  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, 
the author and perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  
Consider him, who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will 
not grow weary and lose heart.”  
�
As a congregation, let us join together to 
help those who may have lost heart in 
their life circumstances.  The 
beneficiaries chosen by our Mission 
Team will each receive half of the 
proceeds of the Lenten offering.  Both the 

Good Samaritan Fund and Open Door Ministry reach out to a specific 
need in the community, offering practical support as well as 
encouragement and hope.     
 
If you wish to contribute to the Lenten offering, please utilize the 
Lenten offering envelope that is included in this newsletter, or note 
“Lenten missions” on your giving envelope.  The monies in the Easter 
envelope in your weekly giving packet go to the general ministry fund. 
Extra envelopes are available on the table outside the sanctuary for those 
who receive the electronic version of the newsletter.     
 
As a congregation, we are studying Max Lucado’s, “3:16:  Numbers of 
Hope.”  The book breaks down John 3:16, a verse that has been called 
“The Gospel in a Nutshell.”  We have tremendous hope because we are 
loved by God!  It’s not too late to join the study or a small group; call the 
church office if you need more information. 
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