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AS$% As most of you know, this past

summer | took my last seminary class. It was a
systematic theology class: soteriology. Sotegglcs
the study of salvation through Jesus Christ. byl
that a section of the class was dedicated to thémégs
for what Christ accomplished for us. John R. WattSt 7
(an Anglican clergyman) has some wonderful quotes $ )
that speak to this most important faith issue. €Th
essence of sin is man substituting himself for Grauile
the essence of salvation is God substituting hihfsel
man.” And “We are not to regard the cross as defadt
the resurrection as victory. Rather, the crosswiesry
won, and the resurrection the victory endorsed,
proclaimed and demonstrated.”

In the midst of Lent, it is a wonderful time to
rejoice in our salvation. | became a believer as a
teenager. Coming to faith, or receiving salvation,
simply the acknowledgement that we are sinnergeédn .
of a Savior (Romans 3:23). Christ paid the wadeso 1% 8 #
in our place (Romans 6:23). Our responsibilitytds % %l E% "
trust and believe (Romans 10:9-11). How amazirg th ) * $

# 3

our sins can be forgiven through Christ. It isamything ((Qre & &

that we can earn or work for! = 57 =
In this time of spiritual reflection, spend some % .

time thanking God for gift of his Son, Jesus Chrit $ $ !

you have never placed your faith in Christ, make the $

Lent that your life changes for eternity! The Gifdove

is waiting for you with open arms.

333333333333333333 00

"1$ *$ ?2 2 . $ =
@71$ $ $ %% 7 )

71$ $
! =

3 A =
=1 ' $ 5P & B= 3 8
| $ ( &G$ G

333333333333333333 -

(! Q# Lo

((



3
$
8 =
$
3
> n
> 3
4 3
$ $
6 ) > 7
$" 9-*0292
3 s
6
3
@)
3
%
92901 /9 :
3
$
$
3 n
3 >
3 $
H

$
0
$
%
!
9--09/9
n $
J
3 3
# +2
9-*0 -2
> #
#

# >
3 ? ?
$
7 1 $
$?
1120-//
% ? %
% %
3 ) )
H = ? (
8 *
) % -1 0.
* >
(#
$ % )1
-/ F . $ 5 $
7
%
$
7
7 &
8% 2
" 0 .3
$ 3 &6 F
)
3 4 =
3 $ %
4 4



1% % ) $-.

Shadow Vision

Michael Bayus is a remarkable man. Michael was
my roommate at Hope College in 1972. He is a gifte
musician who has spent his life mastering the pipgan.
When Michael was just a child he helped his fatheid a
pipe organ in the basement of their home.

In high school Michael traveled to Europe for artou
of some of the world’s great pipe organs. Michael living
encyclopedia of information about pipe organ carcdton,
pipe organ features, pipe organ composers, angréatest
pipe organists both living and deceased.

Additionally Michael has so trained his ear thai$e
able to sit in any room with a pipe organ in it delil you
within an inch or two where the absolute best plade sit
acoustically to hear the concert most clearly.

As a world class pipe organ musician Michael
entertained students on campus with music from blatssical
and contemporary collections. He played instiratiby ear
and never needed music. After our daily chapelises most
of those attending service would remain in theatsédecause
after a religious postlude, Michael would make ¢hapel
rock with his rendition of songs like “Stars andijsts
Forever” or the “Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Niael
knows how to stretch a Pipe Organ to its maximutemmtial.

It is a sheer pleasure to watch his fingers flyasrtthe keys in
multiple ranks while his feet dance on the pedsi&atching
Michael make music is akin to witnessing the arfisf a
world class figure skater in the Olympics.

Michael lives with a perpetual smile and is one of
those people that others enjoy being around. Tddahael
lives in Florida with his wife and is employed as@gan
salesman.

Did | forget to tell you that Michael Bayus was bor
blind? Completely blind. In all of his years Ma#l has
never seen light, color, texture, or shade. Bidoless is not
a handicap to Michael. After a few days on canidichael
had memorized his routes so that with the helphthite
cane he could make his way unassisted from the tlmhis
classes and from his classes to the seat of thegedd Skinner
organ. Because he can’t see Michael is devoitdehang-
ups that plague those of us who are sighted. Bleyrdoesn’t
care if you are fat or old or bald or short or haviace that the
fashion world would judge ugly. Michael can tej your
voice if you are real. He has an uncanny abibthéar deceit,
arrogance, insecurity, kindness or malice.

I'll never forget coming back to campus one evening
and entering my dorm room. | was startled by s&a the
dark. Someone was in the room. | heard the sofintetal
and movement. In panic | flipped the switch and stasned
to find Michael, seated on his bed. His reel &l tape player
had been meticulously taken apart with all theaprings,
screws, gears etc lying all across his bed. Itavad | would
never have tackled even in the daylight.

“Michael, what are you doing?”

“What does it look like Glenn?”

“Why is your tape player all taken apart?”

Michael replied, “Why do you think? It's broken.

I'm fixing it.”

“Why are you doing this in the dark?” | asked.

Michael laughed, “What do | need the light forsill
Don’t you know | am blind?”

He proceeded to locate the broken part, replace it
with the new part he had ordered, and reassemble th
complicated piece of equipment to perfect runnirdgoall
from memory and by feel. We left the light on fay benefit.

I will never forget another important lesson Michae
taught me about a skill he had developed that hed;a
“shadow vision.” He questioned me one day, “Gledmyou
know about shadow vision?”

“What is shadow vision?” | asked.

Michael shared with me that his other senses wefmsly
tuned that he could tell when he was getting ctosesolid
object even before touching it or feeling it witis vhite cane.
He proceeded to take me on a tour of campus to siffoluis
skill. We passed a dorm building five feet awaynfrus to
our left while walking on the sidewalk and he olvset;
“There’s something large off to our left.” We watkby an
Oak Tree. “There is something to our right.”

“How do you do that Michael? You are amazing!”

He replied, “I can hear with my ears and feel with
skin that sounds are different and the movemettiehir
changes when we are closer to solid objects.”

Michael's observations about his skill of “shadow
vision” opened my eyes to an important insight dbaith.
Belief in God, and Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, bwidg a
Christian life are akin to shadow vision in the sethat we
often are like blind persons unable to see Godlgieat we
can sense God’s presence. We can learn and Gudit
desires. We need not let our human limitationgarceiving
God completely keep us from living with faithfulrseisased on
a foundation of what we can know about God. Living
faithfully matures our ability to discern God'’s ndind God'’s
presence.

The story of Abraham’s life journey in Genesis
chapters 12-25 reads like that of a man who learodide by
faithful shadow vision. God called Abraham to ledns
comfortable home in Ur of the Chaldees. God prerhis
Abraham land and offspring in exchange for his catmant
to follow. There was no way that Abraham could thee
outcome of his faith ahead of time but he decideelieve
anyway and to follow his convictions and to trustdod and
with the equivalent of shadow vision Abraham peesisn his
faith in spite of years of infertility and yearsthout any
ownership of the land that God had promised. Houla
Abraham know that 4,000 years after trusting hitlow
vision” belief in God there would be a nation obpée today
in the place God promised who honor Abraham ashtat
and a majority of the earth’s population, includaib
Christians, Jews, and Moslems, who trace theiitaplr
heritage to him.

The Bible teaches us lessons about faith in Christ.
Consider the miracle of the healing of the man twimd in
John 9. The healed blind man is contrasted wihstghted
persons who are unable to affirm Christ’s miracid are still
blind to Jesus. The man born blind can say with eges, “if
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”

The Apostle Paul, who is credited with spreadirg th
good news about Jesus to the world began his jgwhe



Christian conviction with an incident of physicdinolness
that persisted until his baptism. Believing inukesot only
restored his physical sight but also opened to Rewl
insights about God and God’s plans for a worldlieBén
Jesus helped Paul to see clearly that it doesritemiéyou
are slave or free, Greek or Jew, male or femalaudmsein
Jesus we are all one. Many of the great convistafrour
faith: making love our aim, believing in eternifgrgiving our
enemies, having compassion for the poor, and chgassus
as our Savior, are convictions that rely in parsbadow
vision for support.

In his first letter to the Corinthians Paul hintsd
shadow vision when he observed, “Now we see inreomi
dimly, but then face to face.” Paul looked forw&mdhe day
when his knowledge of God would be more complete.

Slave trader turned Christian, John Newton,
acknowledged the role that his faith played in opgtis
blind eyes to the evil of his former occupation Mhiriting
one of the great hymns of our faith. “Amazing Grauew
sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.cé avas lost
but now am found, was blind but now | see.”

It is my prayer that each of us will continue, like
those born blind, to enhance our abilities throtigh
disciplined exercise of faithful living to disceBod’s
presence, to sense the direction of his will foramsl to serve
him with total devotion despite what others may aseur
handicapping conditions.

When you are otherwise blind, the shadow vision of

faith is a very helpful skill that can keep us froamning into
walls and on the path with Christ.

See you in church on Sunday. Invite a friend to jo
you. We'll leave the lights on for you!
Love,
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Easter Lily Orders: the costis $9.00 per plant
and they will be purchased from the Holt Lions Clihis is
their largest fundraiser, and the proceeds assist their
humanitarian projects. Again this year we are aifgrthe
option of donating to the Holt Food Bank instead @f in
addition to, purchasing an Easter Lily. Both Eadtdy and
Holt Food Bank donations will be listed in the letith on
Easter Sunday, April 4.

| would like to order Easter Lily Plant(s).

| would like to donate $ to the Holt Food

Bank.

Please list my Easter Lily dedication as follows:

In Honor of

In Memory of

Please list my Holt Food Bank dedication as follows

In Honor of

In Memory of

Enclosed is my check in the amount of $ Please
make all checks payable to Holt United Methodist Carch.

Please return this form, along with your payment,
no later than Sunday, March 21, 2010You are encouraged
to take your plant(s) home immediately followinge th1:00
a.m. serviceWe cannot guarantee your plant will still be
available if you choose to leave it past Easter San.

Your Name

Ph. #

Office Use:

amt. paid check #
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Friends in Christ,

Are you experiencing weariness? In addition todble, many struggle with short days and little|&git.
Others are struggling with ongoing unemployment famahcial difficulties. Spiritual weariness cas@leave
us desiring more. When our relationship to Goddedending, when we are physically tired and sé@sae
feel weary. The Lenten season, however, givespportunity to re-energize and refocus our lives.

One half of our Lenten
offering will again go to
Holt UMC'’s Good
Samaritan fund, where
both families in our own
congregation as well as

The state of the economy
means that there continug
to be many who need
assistance. This fund
assists individuals and
families with emergency
needs such as medicatior
gasoline, utility and food.

the community are helped.

Good Samaritan Fund and Open Door Ministry rea¢haa specific
need in the community, offering practical suppaerirell as

encouragement and hope.

If you wish to contribute to the Lenten offerimgease utilize the

As always, Lent is a time to assess how intentlgned follow our Lord and
Savior. The author of Hebrews admonishes us iptehd, verses 1-3,
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a gosaid of withesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin thateasily entangles, and let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for lust us fix our eyes on Jesus
the author and perfector of our faith, who for jbg set before him endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the hghd of the throne of God
Consider him, who endured such opposition from sihmen, so that you will
not grow weary and lose heart.”

The second half of our offering
will go to Open Door Ministry
which is housed in Lansing
Central UMC next door to the
State Capitol. This ministry
eprovides for people
experiencing homelessness.
Some of the services they
provide are: showers, laundry,
storage, a location to receive
mail, telephones, and all day

As a congregation, let us join together tq
help those who may have lost heart in
their life circumstances. The
beneficiaries chosen by our Mission

" Team will each receive half of the
proceeds of the Lenten offering. Both th

Lenten offering envelope that is included in this awsletter, or note
“Lenten missions” on your giving envelope. The mesnn the Easter
envelope in your weekly giving packet go to theegahministry fund.
Extra envelopes are available on the table outkielsanctuary for those
who receive the electronic version of the newslette

As a congregation, we are studying Max Lucado’sl63 Numbers of
Hope.” The book breaks down John 3:16, a vergehtimbeen called
“The Gospel in a Nutshell.” We have tremendousehopcause we are

loved by God! It's not too late to join the stuolya small group; call the

hospitality as a drop-in center.
Director Cris Bobier shares thg
a real community can be found
at Open Door Ministry, and
everyone has something to
contribute, no matter what their
circumstances. Cris also
rejoices to report that some
previous clients have returned
to serve others

church office if you need more information.
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