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?" | am blessed. I've always
loved the Irving Berlin song, “Count Your
Blessings” from “White Christmas.” One of the
verses says, “When my bankroll is getting small, |
think of when | had none at all...” Ah, perspective!

When | watch the news, I'm reminded to be
thankful for my family, my home, my bed (!), my
job, my friends, my church, and most importantly,
my Lord and the salvation He brought to my life.

Those who are Dblessed have the
responsibility to be thankful and to share! Thed.or
really doesn’t care for the behavior of stingy
Christians! (Il Corinthians 9:7) As the economy
limits our financial giving abilities, we are not
limited by creativity! How can we work together to
provide for others? Can | give my time? Spend
some time this month looking for innovative ways
to share love, time, service and encouragement. You
will be blessed!

“If you're worried and you can'’t sleep, just

count your blessings instead of sheep!
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Life in Translation

The Apostle John is credited by tradition with lggin
the “disciple whom Jesus loved” of the Gospel dfrloThis
beloved disciple remembered being seated nextsigcsJe
during the last supper (John 21.20). The “discigh®m Jesus
loved” is an eyewitness to the empty tomb on East@mning
(John 20:2). The beloved disciple is entrusteddsus with
the life care for his mother Mary when Jesus i$esirfg death
on the cross (John 19:26). It is thought by mdnay this same
beloved disciple was the last living eye-witnesthi death
and resurrection of Jesus, a patriarch of the Ganighurch
who also shared his dreams for the end of timbérbiblical
book of Revelation (Revelation 1:1), and who swtkexile in
his old age on the Island of Patmos for standingputhe
Roman emperor’s idolatry in Ephesus (Revelation.1:9

John is certainly a person that every Christiarukho
get to know. Throughout his ministry, EvangeligtyB
Graham presented at each of his crusades, a cdpg of
Gospel of John to every person who made a persi@téiion
for Jesus Christ. Billy wanted new followers o$ug to take
their first steps in faith learning from the manosmnew Jesus
the best. The writings of John in his Gospel agaiably the
most important sacred writings in the world.

Near the end of his gospel, the Apostle John shares
the reason why he has been moved to write down hdat
remembered about Jesus. John declared, “Theggsthia
written so that you may believe that Jesus is thes€ the son
of the living God, and that believing you may haternal life
in his name.” (John 20:31)

And in that clear statement of purpose John wasits u
to know something important about Jesus that caityeget
lost in the translation from the original New Testnt Greek
into the English language of our contemporary wasiof the
Bible.

English translators of the Bible consistently ttates
two distinctly different Greek words with very difient
meanings by giving them the exact same Englishvadprit.
In all in John’s Gospel there are 47 different refees in 39
verses that get translated with the English woife."l

But John is extremely precise in wanting his reader
to know that Jesus is the sole source for a disiily
different kind of life that is unknown to most diet world. In
the original Greek John is careful to make a disiim with
his use of Greek words. John'’s distinction cartokein
translation to the English. Understanding thisam@nt “life”
distinction is a matter of life changing life toofe who grasp
it.

John uses the Greek word, “psuke,” to describe life
that most of us are familiar with. This “psukefelis very
human. The life that John refers to as “psukesrdinary and
pedestrian. We are born with “psuke.” “Psukeifis that is
imperfect. “Psuke” is subject to aging and disess® human
sin. “Psuke” is mortal. When we get sick, “psukethe life
that is treated with medication and when we disuie” is
the life that clearly ends with the cessation afdth. “Psuke”
is the life that can be experienced with the sertested in a
laboratory, and replicated through cloning.

In John 15:13 John remembers the teaching of Jesus
that greater love has no one than this, that heldayn his
“psuke” life for his friends. Other referenceghés earthly,
mortal, lesser form of life can be found in Johnm2B2 and
John 13:37-38.

But John is absolutely convinced that Jesus, assGod
son, has come, died, and arisen, to reveal andtofthe
entire world a unique and different kind of lifeath“psuke.”
John’s gospel is laced throughout with referenoghis new
life that comes not as a result of normal birthgeiss and
genetic transfer but as a free gift of faith gil®nChrist to
those who believe.

In Jesus’ important conversation with the Jewish
leader, Nicodemus that John remembers in his thiegpter,
Jesus alludes to the very different nature of thd kf life
available to the believer by declaring that entesimto the
kingdom of heaven is only possible if a persondmbagain, a
birth that is spiritual in its nature. Christiaagdtism is a ritual
designed to symbolize this re-birthing into a nemdkof life
that is very different from “psuke.” First centusglievers
would pass through the waters of a river in theilemony,
exiting after baptism on the far bank to be grestiéd a new
white robe to wear and welcomed by their new comitywof
faith, having made a choice to put to death thigilite before
Christ. The sacrament marks a day of new begirsnimg
spiritual direction for the believer.

John uses a very different Greek word to desctitse t
eternal life that is ours in Jesus: “zoe.” Thigett life
described by John is not restricted by race oroaggender or
earthly limitations. We receive the gift of eterhife, “zoe,”
and cultivate it by living in Christ. Unlike “psek “zoe,” is
not inherited. “Zoe” is not mortal. “Zoe” is afggiven at
God’s discretion. “Zoe” continues even after “pstikomes
to an end.

When John writes, “God so loved the world...that
whosoever believes in Jesus will not perish bultinlerit
eternal life,” he is talking about, you guessedzibe.” When
Jesus makes the dramatic and consequential clairilthm
the way, the truth, and the life, and no one cotogke Father
but by me,” the Greek word we translate here ds,"lis not
“psuke” but “zoe.”

| have come to believe that this special “eterii@)’l
that comes as a promised gift from Jesus is visibtke lives
of Christian believers. As | write this, | havesjueturned
from a visit to the physician. | am fighting a hohial
infection. | have at the moment an unwanted foftifein
me that has taken up residence in my sinuses amorisng
its way down to my lungs. People who have beenratane
for the past several days can tell that | havedtfsrent “life”
in me. There are clearly identifiable symptomsugiung,
runny nose, a deepening of the voice. It has beeto
sleep. Whatever this viral life is...I know thatdve it and
that it wasn’t with me a week ago. Anyone whotigiiind,
deaf, and dumb, can tell that | have this “viredin me and
most people who witness this different life in mend want to
be near me at the moment.

In a much different and better way | am also
convinced that we can tell with as much clarity whee have
received the gift of “zoe” from Christ. This “z8enanifests
itself with identifiable “symptoms” in the life dhe believer.
The Apostle Paul identified these identifiabletsaif “zoe,”
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as “fruits of the Spirit.” These symptoms are tfsrike, B ( . - " B (=-
“Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, faithfulngemerosity, , 8 & $
and self-control.” (see Galatians 5:22-23). “Zbe’5 a < #
contagious quality that awakens desires in the mumeart ¥ P
which acknowledge “zoe’s” goodness and quickens our
desires to grow in “zoe’s” direction. “Zoe” is expally
evident to me in the lives of Senior citizens wiawé spent
their entire lives devoted to the service of Chindbowl and
towel loving in the world and regularly inspire neepattern . #
life after their example. The Bible makes therdldhat we . ## .
are each created in the “image of God.” | belithag “image” ) . ) B
is most visible the more we live our lives in a Godirection. $
Just as a river rapidly running over stones shtpese stones
over time, “zoe,” in the life of a devoted believmnsforms D6 /
the very quality of life. 0o ' &
In 1993, | had the privilege of gazing upon
Michelangelo’s masterpiece sculpture, “The PietaRome. & ' # $
The Pieta is a work from a single piece of Carareaible # i
portraying Jesus’ mother Mary with the crucifieddg@f her
son draped across her lap. The artist creatednthsderpiece 1
when he was just 24. | had a religious experievioen
viewing this work of art. | wept as | sensed thesence of 0 $ . )
God’s Holy Spirit as | stood in St. Peter’'s Catlaa@lone in a
crowd. “Zoe” at its clearest has this kind of éli€hanging, ,
moving, WOW quality communicated by an encountehai . $
one of a kind masterpiece. God’s Spirit coursesutyh D7
“zoe.”
Jesus makes an amazing claim in John’s gospel when $ 2
in the 14" chapter our Lord claims that if we love him, wdlwi D( #:$
keep his commandments, and then as a result dfedief and ' '
our faithful living, he and God will come to us amke their
home in us. There seems to be in Jesus’ thinkitigeat
connection between faithful living and the preseotthe Q ' ' '
Holy Spirit and this “zoe” made evident in our lsve B # 3
There is something particularly attractive to mewtb 1 *
this “zoe” as | witness it at work in the livesathers. As a /
parent, | want my children to catch it. As a hughd want $ & 8
my marriage to be infected by it. As a pastobblato find J. #H#
new ways to spread it. | draw spiritual strengt esnewal ' / #9$
from hanging around a church that exudes it in dbope! | /
also believe that “zoe,” is not intended to be arié Ranger” ' L #$
experience but is most completely experiencederctintext #
of Christian Community. “Zoe” is visible in the wtth when
gifted persons are sharing their spiritual giftstfe glory of
God and the blessing of the entire community. Apestle , L , L
John is convinced that as we give away our “psuikeJesus’ / C$
name, we will find our “zoe.” o ;
I know from experience that it is easy for us alget Cé& ) :
preoccupied with our “psuke.” We go to great |éasgo & %G J %
groom our “psuke,” entertain our “psuke,” feed tpsuke,” &
and keep our endless appetites for “psuke” satisfleut if | 0 H#S
understand the message that John doesn’t wantlosetan &
translation we would all be wise to focus our priyn@nergies # ) /
cultivating, sharing, and caring about the gift Shdied to &S
share with us. | pray that God continues to bilesall with
“zoe” in great abundance. $
See you in church on Sunday. Invite a friend to jo )
! & $
you!
Love, $

Glenn



A Lament for Healing

Inge Logenburg Kyler December 2009

Lord, God, | hear the wind

Rustling through tree branches

On a cold dark night

And | wonder, are the homeless
Huddled in corners like little birds
Clustered in bushes?

Are the poor, the destitute

Somehow protected

From the storm’s wrath?

The lonely widow feels your force
Rattling her window panes

And the sick hear cries of anguish
From others in close curtained beds;

A parent bemoans the poor judgment
Of a child, and a father sees his hard
Earned pension fall away

Due to greediness of others, and yet,
Lord, that very wind that pounds
Against our houses and our bodies

Is a strong wind, a strong force

And in its strength is not only destruction
But healing and promise as well,

And | will dwell on that, Lord, and know
That it is Your strength and power
That envelopes me, yea, all peoples,
And gives assurance that all will be well,
In the end, and | give thanks.
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- 8" ( ) (< The CEC is filling with
(1 (( "o hearts and doilies as | write. It is difficult teach young
children that holidays mean more than candy antdgsaiVe
6%$4 *! $$ 9% seem to make headway at Christmas through stohiesta
| Jesus’ birth and gifts from the Wise Men. The addhe year
L the holidays seem like only frivolous events to ulge
- g" children and fill Hallmark’s coffers. In our Pre-&assroom
' . Miss Amy works very hard every February to creasease of
(( $ 5) 3 giving. The children in her class draw names fdiSacret
# Valentine.” Each child then takes a giant red hbarne and
creates a beautiful Valentine for the person whoame is
# 7/."'": & $* drawn. It must be kept a secret until that spedagl. This is a
I $% $ # " daunting task for a four-year-old! Sometimes a cchihay
: J seem disappointed with the name chosen. But thearcew
- 1" comes at the moment of presentation, when eacth ptoludly
iy gives their Valentine. It is wonderful to watch thhildren
, $ % & & ,( ((< accept this precious, delicate creation made esibedior
them—often it holds stickers from some charactet tiine
recipient loves or a ribbon in a favorite color.efhthat child
P ooks up and says, ank you. It's beautiful. Ber's
$$ S look d “Thank Its beautiful.” Thver
face glows and all traces of disappointment van&shrue
lesson in “It is better to give than to receivelidpe we can all
find someone to present a Valentine this year. Magdmeone
who would never expect it. You will be overjoyedthwithe
reaction.—Lisa







